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Writing Policy
Rationale

We know that quality first teaching has the greatest impact on learning and we want our children to achieve their personal best and develop an enthusiasm for lifelong learning.  This policy is a key document underpinning all that we do to ensure that the teaching and learning of writing across the curriculum is of the highest standard. This policy and the teaching and learning are all underpinned by our school values.

Intent
At Duckmanton Primary School, we want all children to be able to confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing and reach their full potential.
Our aims are to:
· Guide and nurture each individual on their own personal journeys to becoming successful writers.
· Provide exciting writing opportunities and experiences that engage and enhance all pupils.
· Ensure all children to acquire a wide vocabulary and to be able to spell new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they learn throughout their time in primary school.
· Ensure all children to have a solid understanding of grammar and apply it effectively to their writing.
· Support children to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
· Ensure all children are encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by developing a legible, cursive, individual handwriting style by the time they move to secondary school.
· Provide all children with a good knowledge of phonics to springboard children to becoming fluent writers.
· Plan a progressive curriculum to build upon previous teaching, with regular assessment to ensure each child’s needs are met to reach their full potential.
Role of the subject leader

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of writing is the responsibility of the English subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of Writing, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in school. The subject lead will perform Writing deep dives and undertake lesson observations to review the evidence of the children’s work and teaching across the school.
Implementation

Curriculum Design and Planning

Following the recommendations of the National Curriculum for English each class has an ‘English hour’ every day.  During this time the children will work on developing their writing skills as a whole class, in small groups and independently. All writing is linked (wherever possible) to topics being taught and centre around a key text. Each year group’s progression in learning is mapped out in a long term plan which outlines key texts and objectives taught. At the end of each unit the children will take part in an extended piece of writing (KS1 & KS2) which is assessed again the year group ITAFs (in the back of the children’s English books) 
In Early Years Foundation Stage, writing is  embedded  within the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  through the use of the learning environment and classroom provision. Writing centres around carefully chosen which texts which offer a wealth of opportunities for children to explore mark making and progress to forming words and sentences. These texts are mapped out in the EYFS long term plans. Although writing is embedded across all areas of learning, it can primarily been seen in ‘’Literacy’ and ‘Communication and Language’. 
Medium and Short Term Plans

In Y1 to Y6, unit plans have been created, which break down the National Curriculum objectives and provide a clear overview for each specific unit in each year group curriculum. They will provide teachers with a clear overview of what is needed to be taught to ensure the children leave that year group with the intended knowledge. Unit plans follow a key structure to ensure coverage of writing composition, grammar and speaking and listening objectives are covered. Teachers should ensure that unit plans are reviewed and updated regularly, to ensure that what is being taught is reflected in the unit plan and corresponds with what each child has recorded in their exercise book.
Recording of Learning
KS1 and KS2

· Each child will record their learning in a writing book.

· Each unit will start with a Unit Front Cover

· Each lesson will have a learning target. Year 2-6 this is written by the child. Y1 this is stuck in by the class teacher. Each lesson will be dated. In KS1 children will record the date in the short format i.e. 05.07.24. In KS2 children will record the long date e.g. Wednesday 5th September 2024

· All learning will be self-assessed using the smiley face stamp
· Learning will be presented neatly. 
· Self-corrections will be made in green pen

· All units will end in an extended write which is assessed on the ITAFs in the back of the children’s writing books. 

EYFS
· Evidence of learning throughout a unit will be presented in a floor book

· The focus text will be displayed in the floor book

· A range of evidence will be presented e.g pictures, mark making etc. 
· Areas of learning will be referenced e.g. ‘Literacy’
· In Reception, children will record daily phonics lesson in a phonics exercise book.

Children with special needs, including able, gifted and talented

The school will give all children equal access to our curriculum.  Each teacher is therefore responsible for planning and organising class work according to meet the needs of all children.  This will ensure that all pupils reach their full potential in this vital area. Children recognise how writing enables them to reach their full potential and understand that this is one of their rights (UNCRC Article 28).
Monitoring and assessment

Teaching staff will assess children against learning objectives at the end of each unit in the form of an extended write.  The writing ITAFs will be used to assess writing and give an overview of that child’s progress in writing.  Each term, teachers will enter their assessment onto Otrack, using working towards or Expected Standard. Data will be collected and analysed by the writing lead on a termly basis.

Resources

Our school has a range of resources to support the teaching of writing across the school, including carefully chosen texts. 
The subject lead is responsible for maintaining resources, monitoring their use and organising storage. Resource purchasing is in accordance with normal school procedures and is based upon the budget.  

Promoting SMSC

The teaching of writing offers opportunities to support the social development of our children through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Our groupings allow children to work together, and give them the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their own writing and the work of others. Through their collaborative and co-operative work across a range of activities, including speaking and listening opportunities, the children develop respect for the abilities of other children and a better understanding of themselves. They also develop a respect for the environment, for their own health and safety and for that of others. They develop their cultural awareness and understanding through carefully chosen texts, and they learn to appreciate the value of differences and similarities. A variety of experiences teaches them to appreciate that all people are equally important, and that the needs of individuals are not the same as the needs of groups.

Role of Parents

Parents are encouraged to take an active role in developing their children’s writing by: -
· Helping them with homework activities 

· Assisting with writing activities within school (parents morning)
· Attending phonics workshops
Impact

Teachers use assessment as an integral part of the teaching and learning process and link it clearly to the children’s next steps.
· Formative assessment grids (ITAFs) 
· Constructive marking with and ‘modelling’ where appropriate. Teachers identify areas to improve/correct  in books (including spellings) when marking to ensure that children know exactly what they need to do next to make progress in their writing and children are encouraged to respond to this in green pen
The impact on our children is that they have the knowledge and skills to be able to write successfully for a purpose and audience. With the implementation of the writing sequence being established and taught in both key stages, children are becoming more confident writers and have the ability to plan, draft and edit their own work. By the end of key stage 2, children have developed a writer’s craft, they enjoy sustained writing and can manipulate language, grammar and punctuation to create effect. As all aspects of English are an integral part of the curriculum, cross curricular writing standards have also improved and skills taught in the English lesson are transferred into other subjects; this shows consolidation of skills and a deeper understanding of how and when to use specific language, grammar and punctuation.
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